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There are a number of ways to save river Ganga... and they all start with you

Editorial CPCB gives nod to zero liquid discharge plant 
at Jajmau

Central Pollution control board has given its consent for the
installation of a zero liquid discharge plant at Jajmau to save the river 

Ganga from pollutants in discharge of tanneries.

The CPCB, during a meeting held recently at New Delhi, rejected the 
protest of tannery owners and gave a green signal for installation of zero 
liquid discharge plant said Rajesh 
Kumar, project manager of Jal 
Nigam. He further informed that a 
detailed project report will be 
submitted before the CPCB.

The project manager further 
added that the plant will be 
installed under triple P model 
(Public private partnership). The 
tannery owners will receive the 
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entire treated water and will have to contribute in 
installation of the plant.

Kumar said there were three sewage treatment plants 
of 530 and 36 MLD capacity at Jajmau and the 
tanneries at Jajmau were attached with 36 MLD plant. 
Only only 9 MLD tannery discharge was being treated 
her while the remaining STPs were involved treating 
domestic sewage water, he added.

At present around 403 tanneries are running in Jajmau 
area, generating 50 MLD polluted water daily. Kumar 
said that with only 9 MLD polluted water being treated 
at STPs, the remaining 41 MLD polluted water was 
being discharged in the river directly.

The project manager said that the new plant would be 
of 41 MLD capacity. During the meeting held in New 
Delhi, the tannery owners opposed the project 
claiming that that the zero discharge technique had 
failed at several places. However, the Central pollution 
control board refused to accept their claim. The new 
treatment plant would cost around Rs 300 crores and 
tannery owners will have to contribute 25 percent of 
the cost, he stated.

Explaining the working of zero liquid discharge plant 
he said that the entire recycled and treated water would 
be sent back to tanneries for use and the residue will be 
collected and disposed separately, he added.
Source : http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/CPCB-gives-nod-to-
zero-liquid-discharge-plant-at-Jajmau/articleshow/45720259.cms

Germany commits 3 million Euro 
for Ganga cleaning

Germany will provide 3 million Euro to support India's 
ongoing Ganga rejuvenation plan and explore various 
options to develop the country's national river.
One of the options is to explore an option of extending 
co-operation for Ganga rejuvenation on the lines of 
Indo-German Energy Forum - a dedicated platform to 
support India's energy needs through various measures 
including government-private partnership.
The matter of financial support and other options for 
partnership were discussed during a bilateral meeting 
of the German minister of environment, nature 

conservation and nuclear safety Barbara Hendricks 
with India's water resources and river development 
minister Uma Bharti here on Wednesday.

It was discussed that the co-operation on Ganga on the 
lines of the Indo-German Energy forum may include 
river basin planning, institutional setting and 
researches.

The overall co-operation under such proposed 
dedicated forum may also include technical supports 
like river rejuvenation strategies, hot-spot definition, 
prioritization, basin-wise monitoring & evaluation 
and setting of Ganga Knowledge Centre.

"There could also be financial co-operation on selected 
issues such as innovative financing models for 
industrial and urban pollution, assistance to manage 
funds and selected public and or private investment 
funds", said Bharti after the meeting.

The water resources ministry, in its official statement, 
said the German delegation was willing to assists in 
Ganga rejuvenation in view of their success in the 
rejuvenation of Rhine and Denube rivers which 
involves multi-country and multi-state collaboration.
"The challenges of managing pollution due to sewage 
and the industrial effluents had been handled in these 
efforts which are also critical in the Ganga clean-up 
programme", said the ministry.
Source : http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/developmental-
issues/Germany-commits-3-million-Euro-for-Ganga-cleaning/articleshow/ 
46045012.cms

It was discussed that the co-operation on Ganga on the 
lines of the Indo-German Energy forum may include 
river basin planning, institutional setting and researches.
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Israel offers expertise to clean up 
Ganga

In an effort to deepen economic cooperation, Israel has 
offered its expertise and technological capabilities to 
India in its ambitious drive to clean up the Ganga.

A preliminary offer on this was made when Amit 
Lang, Director-General of the Ministry of Economy, 
Israel, met Indian officials on Tuesday.

Mr. Lang is leading a large trade delegation to continue 
talks on the Free Trade Agreement (FTA), which both 
countries had initiated in 2007, as well as expand 
cooperation in the field of water management, waste 
water treatment and more. Mr. Lang said the “agenda 
of the visit is mainly to introduce technologies to 
India.”

On the delay in concluding the FTA, Mr. Lang said, 
“We have few challenges on the Indian side.” “Israel 
has no real concerns… It is an open market,” he added. 
The Israeli delegation has submitted a proposal to the 
Indian side on the issue.

The FTA will be further discussed when External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj visits Israel in the 
next few months.

Is rae l  has  made s igni f icant  technologica l 
advancement in desalination and drip irrigation with 
the world's largest desalination plants and recycles 90 
per cent of water for agricultural needs. India-Israel 
ties received a major boost when Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi met his Israeli counterpart Benjamin 
Netanyahu last September.
Source: http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/israel-offers-expertise-to-
clean-up-ganga/article6880034.ece

State model for Clean Ganga 
drive Ganga

The state model will guide the Ganga cleaning 
exercise in India, Union minister for Ganga 
rejuvenation and water resources Uma Bharti said on 
Tuesday after she formally set the ball rolling for a 
massive cleaning exercise of the holy river in 
Jharkhand.

The authorities have decided to begin working soon for 
the Rs 76 crore sewerage treatment plant in Sahebganj 
district. "Jharkhand will become a model state in 
Ganga cleaning exercise. Ganga offers salvation, now 
it will also offer livelihood to the villagers," Bharti 
said, adding that the government will also promote 
organic farming in villages situated on the bank of the 
holy river.

"A clean Ganga will help in the growth of fisheries and 
we will also develop cities situated along its course," 
she said.
The Centre has decided to take on the cleaning and 
rejuvenation of Ganga from the state because this 
stretch of the holy river is shorter as compared to 
Bihar, UP, Uttarakhand and West Bengal. Ganga has 
an 80-km stretch in the state, running through 
Sahebganj district on the Jharkhand-West Bengal 
border.

The plans for rejuvenation are well laid out. Six 
projects (two each) for solid waste treatment, 
sewerage treatment and river front development have 
been sanctioned at a cost of Rs 170 crores. A tender for 
Sahebganj sewerage treatment plant, worth Rs 76 
crores has been already floated while the detailed 
project reports for five others are being prepared.

xaxk lekpkj |CPCB ENVIS Ganga Bulletin| 2015, Issue 1 (Jan - Apr)



4

Urban development department secretary A K Singh 
said the minister reviewed the implementation plans of 
these projects and gave instructions for time-bound 
completion. Bharti said the government has included 
suggestions that came after a long deliberation called 
'Ganga manthan' involving stake-holders from the 
concerned states. Chief Secretary from Jharkhand, 
Bihar, West Bengal and the Centre's additional 
secretary will study the distillation of the river and 
suggest remedial measures, for which a committee has 
been formed.

Bharti said the government wants to bring Ganga to 
Deoghar, thereby enabling devotees to offer the holy 
water to Lord Shiva at Baidyanath Dham temple. 
"Besides offering the holy water to Lord Shiva, the 
project will improve irrigation," she said.
Source : http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/State-model-for-Clean-
Ganga-drive/articleshow/ 46112630.cms

Tax sops likely for investments in 
Swachh Bharat, Clean Ganga

Finance minister Arun Jaitley is likely to provide tax 
incentives in Budget to encourage companies to 
participate in Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and Clean 
Ganga campaign as part of the mandatory 2% CSR 
spending.

“The ministry is working on tax incentives for these 
two major schemes of the Narendra Modi government 
and some announcements are likely in the Budget,” a 
source said. Jaitley is scheduled to present his first full 
fledged Budget on February 28. India Inc has been 
demanding that CSR spending be allowed as deduction 
or weighted deduction for the purpose of computing 
tax liability, the source added.

Currently, contributions to Prime Minister's National 
Relief Fund is allowed as 100% deduction. “The 
Budget is likely to outline the quantum of deduction 

which will be allowed for CSR spending in Swachh 
Bharat and Clean Ganga,” the source said.

Under the Companies Act, firms are required to spend 
2% of their net profit on corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) activities. But the Income Tax Act does not 
provide for any incentives for such expenditure. The 
companies are also required to disclose CSR activities 
and the amount spent on them in their annual reports.
The Budget for 2014-15 has clarified that the 
expenditure incurred on CSR activities is not for the 
purpose of business, and hence cannot be allowed as 
deduction for computing tax liability of the company. 
However, deductions could be allowed for certain CSR 
activities, it had said.

“Tax deductibility of the CSR expenses is essential to 
encourage corporates to participate on a sustainable 
basis in government's social sector initiative through 
the CSR regulations,” Nabin Ballodia, partner (tax), 
KPMG India, said. In October 2014, the government 
widened the activities coming under CSR ambit and 
said contributions to 'Swachh Bharat Kosh' and 'Clean 
Ganga Fund' would be considered as social welfare 
spending work.
Source : http://www.financialexpress.com/article/economy/swachh-bharat-
clean-ganga-tax-sops-likely-for-csr-investments/44267/

Green tribunal gets tough on 
industries along Ganga; Pollution 
highest in UP stretch

More industries along Ganga will face closure and 
penal action for polluting the river. Principal 
committee constituted by the National Green Tribunal 
in its first meeting held on February 25 revised the 
guidelines to also identify seriously polluting 
industries along with grossly polluting ones that pose 
threat to the national river.

NGT had laid down 100 kg biochemical oxygen 
demand (BOD) load added to the river per day as 
criteria to identify grossly polluting industries along 
Ganga and its tributaries in nine states that include UP, 
Uttarakhand, Haryana, Delhi, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand and West Bengal.

In the wake of the norm, UP Pollution Control Board 
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(UPPCB) identified 993 industries as grossly polluting 
units and has issued closure notice to 270 industries 
operating without consent or effluent treatment plants 
(ETPs). While NGT ordered joint inspection of 
grossly polluting industries by central and state 
pollution control boards, it has directed state pollution 
control boards to also crackdown on seriously 
polluting industrial units.

The revised guidelines of NGT were conveyed to state 
pollution control boards on Monday. SPCBs will have 
to assess industries lying in identified 33 sectors for 
their pollution load discharged into Ganga. NGT's 
principal committee has identified 33 sectors, 
including almost every category of industry.

"This will increase the number of polluting industries 
from what we have identified so far," said UPPCB's 
chief environmental officer Rajiv Upadhyay. 
Moreover, most industries that got closure notice or 
directions to lay their house in order are tanneries in 
Kanpur. But revised guidelines will bring industries 
from different sectors under scanner.

Out of 2,525km length of Ganga, maximum 1,000km 
flows in UP. The maximum number of grossly 
polluting industries also lie in UP. Acting on Supreme 
Court order, NGT has set up three committees—state 
level committee headed by principal secretary, 
environment of the concerned state, implementation 
committee headed by the chief secretary, Uttar Pradesh 
and principal committee headed by secretary, 
environment, GoI.

Ganga and its tributaries record higher biochemical 
oxygen demand (BOD) at all monitoring locations. 
BOD is quantity of oxygen (in river water) that helps 
degenerate organic waste. More the volume of waste 
flowing into the river, higher the BOD.

UNDER SCANNER

33 sectors of industry where NGT order applies:

Distillery, sugar, pulp and paper, tannery, slaughter 
houses and meat processing, dyes and dye-
intermediates, yarn/textile processing, thermal power 
plants, milk processing and dairy plants, pesticides, 
pharmaceuticals, petrochemicals, chlor alkali, 
aluminium smelter, organic chemicals manufacturing, 
synthetic fibres, industry/process involving metal 
surface treatment, manufacturing of paints and 
varnishes, automobile manufacturing, coal washeries, 
copper smelter, oil refinery, heavy engineering 
including ship building, hydrocyanic acid and its 
derivatives, manufacturing of lubricating oils and 
greases, coke making, liquefaction, coal tar distillation 
or fuel gas making, zinc smelter, chlorine, fluorine and 
their compounds, chlorates, perchlorates and 
peroxides, food and beverages, photographic films and 
its chemicals and industrial carbon.
Source : http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/Green-tribunal-gets-
t o u g h - o n - i n d u s t r i e s - a l o n g - G a n g a - P o l l u t i o n - h i g h e s t - i n - U P -
stretch/articleshow/46509674.cms

Modi's real-time monitoring of 
Ganga pollution hits roadblock

The Modi government's first big bang reform to clean 
the Ganga by introducing real-time online monitoring 
of pollutants from April 1 has hit a roadblock after stiff 
resistance from the industry, potentially jeopardising a 
plan to expand the plan nationwide.

Major industries along the Ganga have complained the 
government is forcing them to install particular 
software and not allowing them flexibility to choose 
from an array of available technologies.

“We are not against online monitoring but the 
government should be more accommodating of our 
concerns,” said a representative of an industry body. 
“We have to import costly equipment and install 
infrastructure, which takes time.” The industry is 
required to bear the entire cost of maintaining the 
system.

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), the 
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national pollution-monitoring agency, had invoked the 
“polluter pays” principle in January last year, making 
it mandatory for the industry to pay for and install 
equipment that could be calibrated by the CPCB or 
state pollution control boards' data centres, thereby 
making the system “tamper-proof”.

Due to the resistance, however, the government has 
now extended the deadline for industries in the Ganga 
river basin to install online pollution monitoring 
systems by another three months with a stern warning 
— consent to operate will be withdrawn if the 
industries fail to comply.

CPCB officials believe polluting industries are 
unwilling to opt for real-time online monitoring 
system as it could expose them and put an end to 
“pollution inspector raj” — which often leads to 
discharge of pollutants into the river.  

“I don't understand the industry's resistance. When 
they can import technology, why can't they import the 
equipment to ensure they comply with statutory 
pollution norms,” asked a senior CPCB official. “We 
have not introduced something new. Real time affluent 
and emission monitoring is a global norm.”

The Ganga and its tributaries support more than 500 
million people but is one of the most polluted regions 
in the world with industries contributing a lion's share 
of the pollution load. Cleaning up the river is one of the 
government's priorities but several Ganga Action 

Plans stipulating treating of waste water haven't 
helped in improving aquatic health.

The CPCB official said around 200 of the 754 major 
polluting industries along the Ganga had already 
installed the system and the rest will follow suit in the 
next three months. “We have told the state pollution 
control boards to withdraw their consent to operate if 
they fail to install the system,” the official added.

But the stalemate may also affect the government's 
plan to widen the plan's ambit to 17 highly-polluting 
industries across India. CPCB officials said some 
states like Tamil Nadu have done well in getting the 
industry to install online emission monitoring system 
but other states have been slow.

Once the system kicks off in the Ganga river basin, 
states will be more than keen to introduce this 
technology-based pollution-control intervention.
Souce: http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/modi-real-time-
monitoring-of-ganga-pollution-hits-roadblock/article1-1329159.aspx

Create awareness to stop Ganga 
pollution: PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday asked 
Chief Ministers and representatives of Ganga Basin 
states to “create enough awareness to stop pollution” 
of the river in their respective areas.

Chairing the fifth meeting of the National Ganga River 
Basin Authority here, Mr. Modi observed that the task 
of cleaning the Ganga was “challenging” and required 
an “uncompromising mission-mode approach.” West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee and Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav skipped the 
meeting of the apex body which was chaired for the 
first time by the Prime Minister. They sent their 
representatives instead.

Stressing the river's potential to generate immense 
economic activity and bring about “attitudinal changes 
in the country,” Mr. Modi urged States to pay special 
attention to the development of towns and villages 
located on the banks of the river. “The faith and 

Cleaning the Ganga was a key poll promise of PM 
Narendra Modi during the General Elections. (PTI Photo)
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devotion associated with the river should be converted 
into a feeling of responsibility and this cannot be done 
without 'jan bhagidari' people's participation],” he 
added.
Source : http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/create-awareness-to-stop-
ganga-pollution-modi/article7037332.ece

23rd of sewage from 118 towns 
flows into Ganga

More than two third of the sewage generated by 118 
towns located in the Ganga basin gets discharged into 
the river untreated, which makes Ganga rejuvenation 
an all the more arduous task.

A recent study by experts from different government 
agencies has concluded that the towns, spread across 
five states, generate over 3,636 million litres per day 
(MLD) of sewage against a treatment capacity of 
approximately 1,027 MLD at 55 sewage treatment 
plants (STPs). The water resources and Ganga 
rejuvenation ministry has asked the five states  
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and 
West Bengal  to submit detailed project reports for the 
enhancement of the sewage treatment capacities at 
these towns.

The report was prepared by experts from six different 
organizations of the ministry, including National 
Institute of Hydrology, Central Water Commission, 

National Water Development Agency and Central 
Ground Water Board, and submitted to the govern 
ment in December 2014. Sharing details of the report 
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha, water resources 
minister Uma Bharti on Thursday noted that there are 
as many as 144 drains that discharge water into the 
river. Bharti has also urged leaders of different faiths to 
hold a meeting for Ganga's rejuvenation.

Ashrams on radar of NGT panel Acting on an 
Uttarakhand Pollution Control Board (UPCB) report, 
the National Green Tribunal (NGT) has formed a 
committee to conduct a survey into the untreated 
sewage waste being discharged into the Ganga by 
ashrams in Haridwar and Rishikesh.Speaking to TOI 
on Thursday, Ankur Kansal, the Haridwar and 
Rishikesh in-charge of UPCB, said, “The committee 
has begun the survey work in Rishikesh.“ The NGT 
has set March 28 as the deadline for the survey.
http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31808&articlexml=23rd-
of-sewage-from-118-towns-flows-into-13032015016037

'Directions issued in UP to check 
dumping of bodies in rivers’

Uttar Pradesh Government has issued directions to 
authorities to stop the practice of dumping dead bodies 
directly into rivers, after 81 bodies were recovered 
from Ganga in Unnao district of the state early this 
year, the Lok Sabha was told today. 

The recovery of the bodies was probably either due to 
reduction in river flow or reduced water quantity in 
that part of the Ganga, Minister of State for Water 
Resources Sanwar Lal Jat said in a written reply. 

The recovered bodies were disposed off in accordance 
with social traditions to avoid environmental 
degradation and outbreak of diseases, he said. 

"Government of Uttar Pradesh has issued directions to 
all the concerned district authorities to stop the 
practice of dumping of dead bodies directly into the 
rivers," the minister said. 

Responding to another question, the Minister said that 

xaxk lekpkj |CPCB ENVIS Ganga Bulletin| 2015, Issue 1 (Jan - Apr)



8

model cremation ghats on the banks of river Ganga and 
promoting eco friendly methods of cremation for safe 
disposal of the dead bodies have been given priority in 
the action plan drawn under Nammami Gange 
programme. 

An expert committee has also been formed for 
evaluation of new technologies including options for 
innovative and improvised wood based crematorium, 
he added.
Source:http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/directions-issued-
in-up-to-check-dumping-of-bodies-in-rivers-115031900505_1.html

Ganga pollution: Uttarakhand 
ashrams on radar of NGT panel

Acting on an Uttarakhand Pollution Control Board 
(UPCB) report, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
has formed a technical monitoring committee to 
conduct a survey into untreated sewage waste being 
discharged into the Ganga by ashrams in the holy 
towns of Haridwar and Rishikesh. 

Speaking to TOI on Thursday, Ankur Kansal, the 
Haridwar and Rishikesh in charge of UPCB, said, "The 
committee has begun the survey work in Rishikesh and 
will soon expand to Haridwar." 

The panel will also look into complaints of hotels and 
other similar commercial units polluting the river. 

The environment watch guard has set March 28 as the 
deadline for the survey. 

"All the ashrams situated on the banks of the Ganga or 
in the vicinity are being covered," Kansal added. The 
survey work in Rishikesh is likely to be completed this 
week and we will move to Haridwar thereafter." 

The UPCB had filed a report after its own survey — 
carried out with help from the Uttarakhand irrigation 
department and the Ganga Nirman Ikai — found 17 
out of 22 major ashrams in Haridwar and Rishikesh 
dumping untreated sewage into the Ganga. 

Only five were found having operational sewerage 
treatment plants. "These five too have taken sewage 
connection from the Haridwar Sewage Treatment 
Plant, which has outlived its capacity. It needs to be 
replaced immediately," Kansal said. 

Among the ashrams that were screened were 
Swarnsukh Devanand Trust, Harpeeth Ashram, Sacha 
Dham Ashram, Vedant Niketan Ashram and Jai Ram 
Ashram in Rishikesh and Panwan Dham, Shanti Kunj 
and Saptrishi Ashram in Haridwar. 

Manoj Garg, the Haridwar mayor, cited lack of funds 
as the reason why the local civic bodies were 
struggling to check pollution. "I am fully aware of 
ashrams and hotels besides various other sources 
discharging untreated sewage into the Ganges," Garg 
told TOI. "But since the state government has not 
sanctioned any budget to us for the purpose, we are 
unable to do anything. I placed this issue before the 
CM (Harish Rawat) through video-conferencing a few 
days ago, but the government is yet to take a step." 
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Meanwhile, breaking its silence on the issue, 
Shantikunj Ashram told TOI that the survey was at 
fault. "A drain which at times carries garbage flows 
close to our ashram and merges into the Ganges. It 
seems the team attributed the filth in that drain to us," 
Divesh Vyas, the ashram's media spokesperson said. 

Swami Chidanand Saraswati, founder president of 
Parmarth Niketan Ashram, also responded to the 
report saying some drains near Luxman Jhula that are 
not connected with the local sewage treatment plant 
are adding to the filth.
Source : http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Ganga-pollution-Uttarakhand-
ashrams-on-radar-of-NGT-panel/articleshow/46548524.cms

PM Modi to chair National Ganga 
River Basin Authority meet

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will chair the fifth 
meeting of the National Ganga River Basin Authority 
(NGRBA) on Thursday.

The previous meeting, which was held in October, last 
year, was chaired by Union Water Resources Minister 
Uma Bharti.

Constituted in 2009, NGRBA is an empowered 
planning, financing, monitoring and coordinating 
authority for river Ganga.(ANI)
Source: http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/pm-modi-to-chair -
national-ganga-river-basin-authority-meet-115032600152_1.html

Bengal tops in executing 'Clean 
Ganga' schemes: Mamata

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee today 
claimed that her state has topped in executing Clean 
Ganga mission schemes.

"West Bengal tops in executing the Clean Ganga 
mission schemes among the five states through which 
the Ganges flows. The other four states are 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand. 
This is given in a recent report of the Ministry of Water 
Resources," Banerjee said in a Facebook post.

She said that the data shows Bengal also has the 
highest number of sanctioned projects and completed 
24 out of the 30 sanctioned projects.

These projects are being implemented in 24 towns 
across the state, with a sanctioned cost of Rs 1352 
crore.

A meeting held in Delhi recently showed the state has 
topped in executing the clean Ganga mission schemes 
among the five states through which the Ganges flows.
The meeting was held by officials of the ministry of 
water resources to review the performance of the five 
Ganga states in implementing said schemes.
Source :  ht tp: / /ar t ic les .economict imes. indiat imes.com/2015-03-
26/news/60515942_1_clean-ganga-water-resources-mamata-banerjee

Activist sceptical of Gadkari's 'no 
barrage on Ganga' decision

Environmentalists on Monday welcomed the news of 
Shipping Minister Nitin Gadkari's volte face on the 
proposal to build barrages on Ganga for transportation 
but remained sceptical of his intentions.

Welcoming the decision, water issues activist 
Sushmita Sengupta described it as a "good" move to 
ensure the minimum flow in the river.

"Had the government stuck to its previous decision of 
building barrages on Ganga, it would have disturbed 
the eco system," she said.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee today 
claimed that her state has topped in executing Clean 
Ganga mission schemes
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At the first meeting on Ganga 
rejuvenation plan in June 2014, 
G a d k a r i  h a d  p r o p o s e d 
constructing barrages cum 
bridges at every 100 km for 
transportation and navigation of 
small ships across the river 
between Varanasi in Uttar 
Pradesh and Hooghly in West Bengal.

However, the proposal met with opposition from green 
experts who claimed that such constructions could 
convert the entire stretch in 16 huge ponds, obstructing 
the river's continuous flow of water and causing a rise 
in water pollution levels.

The minister had last week clarified that no barrages 
would be built on the Varanasi-Haldia stretch as being 
"wrongly projected" and assured the use of advanced 
technology to ensure the smooth flow of water in 
Ganga.

Green activist Bharat Jhunjhunwala however exuded 
little confidence over Gadkari's announcement, saying 
the move was perhaps made to "deflate the 
opposition".

"Moreover, the news leaves open the question of 
making barrages between Allahabad and Varanasi," he 
added.

An equally sceptical environmentalist Debadityo 
Sinha echoed the concern.

"Nitin Gadkari did not mention anything about the 
Allahabad-Varanasi stretch, which is a matter of 
greater concern because it is not in a condition to 
support navigation of big ships not only because there 
is huge withdrawal of water upstream leaving less 
water in Ganga but also due to lack of any substantial 
tributary to feed the river in this stretch," he said.

Describing the decision as a "political statement", V.N. 
Mishra of Jharkhand Vigyan Manch warned that the 
decision could be "reversed" if the Bharatiya Janata 
Party comes to power in Bihar.

According to him, Gadkari made this announcement to 
pacify green activists in Bihar ahead of the state 
assembly elections later this year.

"We are not against navigation but government should 
plan practical solutions to improve the river conditions 
to support navigation 'naturally' without construction 
of barrages or any hydro-engineering structures," 
Sinha said.
Source: http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/activist-sceptical-
of-gadkari-s-no-barrage-on-ganga-decision-115033000907_1.html

Enforcement of Zero Black 
Liquor Discharge from Pulp & 
Paper Industries 

CPCB issued direction vide letter no. F.No.B-
23012/1/PCI-III, dated 24.02.2015 under section 
18(1)(b) of the Water (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1974, to State Pollution Control 
Boards (SPCBs) of nine Ganga River Basin States, 
namely, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, NCT of 
Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, 
Jharkhand, and West Bengal to issue appropriate 
directions following applicable procedure under 
section 33A of the Water (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1974 to Pulp & Paper mills operating 
in their States to take action for compliance of the 
prescribed pollution control measures. 

Some of the measures initiated are as under:

1) Pulp & Paper industrial units shall ensure that 
no black liquor is discharged from the Unit's premises 
with effect from April 1, 2015. 

2) All Pulp & Paper industrial Units located in the 
States of Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh which do not 
have either operational chemical recovery plants 
(CRPs) (individual) or membership of operational 
common CRPs, have been directed to dismantle and 
remove chemical pulping facilities, namely digesters, 
pulp washing systems, etc. from their premises before 
March 31, 2015. In case any Unit fails to dismantle 
their chemical pulping facilities, SPCB shall 
dismantle the same before March 31, 2015 and recover 
the cost of such dismantling. 
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3) Agro based Pulp & Paper industrial Units 
located in other Ganga River Basin States (excluding 
Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh) with lignin recovery 
plants have been be directed to switch over to chemical 
recovery process (CRP) by March 31, 2016 for black 
liquor management, for which time bound action plan 
shall be furnished by the Units by April 30, 2015. 
Commissioning of CRP shall be completed before 
March 31, 2016. Such Units have been be directed to 
submit supporting documents such as work orders, pay 
orders, photographs, etc. towards their commitment 
for installation of CRP/ common CRP based on either 
conventional or fluidised bed processes by April 30, 
2015, failing which such pulp & paper industrial units 
shall dismantle and remove chemical pulping facilities 
from the Unit's premises by May 15, 2015. In case any 
Unit fails to submit time bound action plan for 
commissioning of CRP by April 30, 2015 and does not 
dismantle chemical pulping facilities by May 15,2015, 
SPCB shall dismantle the same before May 30, 2015 
and recover the cost of such dismantling. Any Unit 
shall not be allowed to operate chemical pulping 
without having operational CRP, after March 31, 
2016. 

4) Agro based Pulp & Paper Mills have been 
directed to properly operate CRPs (individual/ 
common), maintain records and report to their 
respective SPCB/ PCC as per the “Protocol for 
operation of CRP” prepared by CPCB. SPCB shall 
carry out extensive monitoring of operational status of 
CRPs and in case of irregular/ non operation of CRPs, 
the 'Consent to Operate' issued to the Unit shall stand 
withdrawn. SPCB shall forward the details of 
operational status of CRPs operating in their State to 
CPCB on monthly basis. 

Ganga cleaning: Centre breather 
for industries

Offering a temporary reprieve to the polluting 
industries located on the banks of the Ganga, the 
government has extended the deadline for installing 
real-time effluent discharge meters till June 30.

But the industries have time only till this week to tell 

the government whether they indeed intend to do so, J 
S Yadav, member-secretary of the UP Pollution 
Control Board, told The Indian Express. The industries 
will have to reveal their intention by depositing 100 
per cent bank guarantee for the installation, he said.

The earlier deadline of March 31 expired last week, 
and only about half of the total industries had begun the 
process of installing these meters.

“Earlier, the industries had been asked to furnish only 
25 per cent bank guarantee. Those who have not done 
so by March 31, are being given their last chance to 
comply with government directives but will now have 
to deposit full 100 per cent bank guarantee. This they 
will have to do immediately to avoid action from our 
side. The actual installation will take some time, so the 
deadline has been extended till June 30,” Yadav said.

Avinash Akolkar, member-secretary of the Central 
Pollution Control Board, said the government will not 
hesitate to close down the industries which fail to 
install these meters on time.

“Some industries have told us that they are in the 
process of installing the meters. We have decided that 
those which have secured bank guarantees or have 
placed orders for the meters by March 31, would be 
given time to complete the process. As regarding the 
others, the state pollution authorities have been asked 
to initiate action, which can include order for closure,” 
he said.

Yadav, of the UP pollution board, said the industries 
have been given one last chance before being ordered 
to close down. “The idea is not close down industries 

The industries have been given one last chance. (Source: 
File Photo)
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but to prevent pollution of Ganga. If the industries give 
100 per cent bank guarantee, even we can set up the 
effluent meters for them,” Yadav said.

The Supreme Court and the National Green Tribunal 
have also given repeated directions to the industries to 
ensure that their effluents are not discharged into the 
Ganga river. On January 20 this year, the NGT had said 
that it would be compelled to order the closure of all the 
polluting tanneries around Kanpur if immediate action 
to prevent and control the pollution in Ganga was not 
taken by the industries, local municipal bodies and 
pollution control authorities.

Last week, the National Mission on Clean Ganga, 
which is implementing the plans, issued a notice to all 
the 118 urban local bodies along the course of river, 
and about 700 industries situated on its banks, asking 
each one of them to submit their individual action 
plans within the next 15 days.

This would include their plans to set up sewage 
treatment  plants, upgrade existing ones, measures to 
ensure zero liquid discharge, installation of real time 
monitoring of effluents and dumping of solid waste 
into the river.
Source: http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/ganga-cleaning-
centre-breather-for-industries/

Ganga pollution: NGT convenes 
meeting of stakeholders 

The National Green has convened a joint meeting of 
stakeholders on May 1 to discuss a strategy for making 
Ganga pollution-free and chalk out a workable 
solution. 

"It will be possible for the Tribunal to direct the 
shutting down of all the polluting industries as all of 
them are seriously polluting industries. But that will 
adversely affect the economic development and the 
lives of a large number of people dependent on it. 

"In the interest of justice and in order to find the 
workable solution, short of closing the industry which 
will fall within ambit of the sustainable development 
but at the same time will protect the environment that 

is the pollution of river Ganga, we direct...to be present 
in the meeting to be held on May 1, 2015 at 1:00 PM in 
the Conference Room of the NGT," a bench headed by 
NGT Chairperson Swatanter Kumar said. 

The joint meeting will be attended by Chief Secretary 
of Uttar Pradesh government, state environment and 
irrigation Secretary, Managing Director, UP Jal 
Nigam, Chairman/ Member Secretary, UP Pollution 
Control Board, E R Nath, senior scientist of Central 
Leather Research Institute, Chennai, Mission 
Director, National Mission for Clean Ganga. 

It will also witness presence of representatives from 
the tannery, sugar, pulp and paper industries. The 
tribunal noted that the Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control 
Board has "granted consent to some of the industries 
which appears to be illogical particularly in the present 
scenario". 

It also made it clear that if any person fails to attend the 
meeting "they would not be entitled to claim any 
benefit of his/their absence and on the contrary we 
would be compelled to pass coercive orders". 

It also asked the counsels appearing for Uttar Pradesh 
as well as UP Jal Nigam to provide the number of 
"seriously polluting" industries including tannery, 
sugar, pulp and paper. 

The green tribunal had also observed that if effective 
steps to curb the pollution level were not taken then the 
tanneries would be closed as "life of millions cannot be 
put at stake". 

It will be possible for the Tribunal to direct the shutting 
down of all the polluting industries as all of them are 
seriously polluting industries
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It had also directed inspection of the entire tannery 
industrial cluster by a team comprising representatives 
of Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board, Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB), Ministry of 
Environment and Forest and National Ganga River 
Basin Authority. 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/46937346.cms?utm_source=
contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst

Task force on interlinking of 
rivers reconstituted

The Ministry of Water Resources, River Development 
and Rejuvenation has constituted its task force for the 
interlinking of rivers.

It now comprises of experts and senior officials who 
will look into the issues relating to the interlinking of 
rivers in the country.B N Navalawala will be the 
chairman of the task force.

The experts are Sriram Vedire, Adviser in the Ministry 
of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation, Prodipto Ghosh, former environment 
secretary, A D Mohile, former Central Water 
Commission chairman, M Gopalakrishnan, former 
Central Water Commission member and Virag Gupta, 
an advocate

The Additional Secretary of the Ministry of Water 
Resources, the Chairman of the Central Water 
Commission, the Director General of the National 
Water Development Agency and Joint Secretary 
(Finance) in the Ministry of Water Resources will be 
the other members. 

Source: http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/task-force-on-
interlinking-of-rivers-reconstituted-115041500578_1.html

Ensure no illegal mining takes 
place in Haridwar: NGT to 
Ministry of Environment and 
forests 

The National Green Tribunal today directed the 
Environment Ministry and Uttarakhand government 
to ensure that no "illegal and unscientific" sand mining 
is being carried out in Haridwar district. 

A bench, headed by NGT Chairperson Justice 
Swantanter Kumar, also issued a notice to the Ministry 
of Environment and forests (MoEF) and Uttarakhand 
government on a plea filed by an NGO seeking a stay 
on mining of minor minerals on the bed of river Ganga 
in Haridwar. 

The plea, filed by NGO Social Action for Forest and 
Environment (SAFE), has alleged that illegal mining 
of sand and boulders is being carried out in villages 
Bishanpur, Goghpur and Kandabhagamal on the bank 
of Ganga in Uttarakhand. 

"The act of illegal mining is not only endangering 
environment but is also in non-compliance of 
enactments listed in Schedule I of the National Green 
Tribunal Act, 2010," it said. 

The plea, filed through advocate Rahul Choudhary, 
has also filed photographs showing largescale illegal 
mining of minerals and contends that mining in these 
areas is not only damaging the environment and 
ecology of the river but also affecting the movement of 
wildlife. 

According to the plea, a state-level committee, 

National Green Tribunal today directed the Environment 
Ministry and Uttarakhand government to ensure that no 
"illegal and unscientific" sand mining is being carried out 
in Haridwar district 
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comprising officials of the Environment ministry, had 
also suggested that the "state government should be 
asked to stop all illegal mining in the Ganga 
immediately to avoid any further adverse impact on 
the surrounding environment." 

Earlier, the Tribunal had rejected a plea for a complete 
ban on mining in the Ganga, saying sand collected at 
the riverbed has to be removed according to 
"established practice" but this should be done 
"scientifically and to a limited extent" in order not to 
damage the river. 

Demanding a complete ban on mining around the 
banks of the Ganga, Swami Sivananda Saraswati had 
also started his indefinite fast at his ashram in 
Haridwar on March 31. 

Ganga rejuvenation cannot be 
modelled on foreign rivers: Uma 
Bharti

Despite getting several international offers, 
rejuvenation of Ganga cannot be modelled on foreign 
rivers as the river has cultural and religious 
significance, Water Minister Uma Bharti said today.

She pointed out that crores of people take a dip in the 
river while there were several persons who ran small 
businesses along its banks and said these people have a 
major role in the Clean Ganga Mission.

"We have offers from international agencies who are 
ready to support.

"People take a dip in Ganga for its cultural and 
religious significance. Every year around 20 to 30 
crore people from all over the world take a dip in 
Ganga. So, we have to be careful in taking measures 
for its rejuvenation.

"There are lakhs of people in states like UP, Bihar and 
Uttarakhand who run small business during festival 
seasons. These people have major role to play in 
cleaning Ganga mission. It should come through 
public awareness and participation," she said.

The Water Resources, River Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation Minister called for close coordination 
between urban local bodies to achieve the goal.

National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), an 
autonomous body under the Water Ministry has 
launched 'Nirmal Ganga Sahbhagita' for initiating a 
sustainable partnership with 118 urban local bodies 
located along the river for a clean Ganga.

In a notice to 78 urban local bodies of Uttrakhand, UP, 
Bihar and Jharkhand last week, the ministry had 
directed to furnish action plans to set up sewage 
treatment plants to it within 15 days, as 75 per cent of 
the pollution in the river is caused by untreated 
sewerage waste.

Highlighting the achievements of her ministry, Bharti 
said that inter-linking of river for better management 
of water resources is being taken up as top priority. 

The Interlinking of Rivers Programme has been given 
special attention by the ministry in past one year and it 
also set up a special committee as per directions of 
Supreme Court in September last year.

The three major projects of water sharing between 
states under inter-linking programme include Ken-
Betwa link project in Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh and Damanganga-Pinjal and Par-Tapi-
Narmada link projects in Maharashtra and Gujarat. 

Despite getting several international offers, rejuvenation 
of Ganga cannot be modelled on foreign rivers as it has 
cultural and religious significance, Uma Bharti said 
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However, the Minister said there has not been much 
clarity on river development. "We will have to work 
for few more years on river development as there is not 
much clarity on it," she said. 
Source: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Ganga-rejuvenation-cannot-
be-modelled-on-foreign-rivers-Uma-Bharti/articleshow/46970728.cms

Clean Ganga not possible without 
clean Yamuna: Bharti

Union water resources minister Uma Bharati has said 
the Centre will soon start fulfilling the promises made 
for cleaning up River Yamuna.

Saying that the government is committed to the cause 
of cleaning up the river, the minister added that the 
plans for rejuvenation of river Ganga also include 
cleaning up of Yamuna as it is not possible to clean 
Ganga without cleaning Yamuna.

Bharati said a committee has been formed under the 
secretary of environment ministry and it will prepare a 
report on the demands for the rejuvenation of Yamuna 
which will be implemented by the Centre after perusal.

She said the government will soon table a Bill in the 
Parliament for cleaning and interlinking of Yamuna, 
Ganga and other holy rivers which will also fulfill the 
dreams of ex-PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Bharati also said that she has spoken to chief ministers 
of Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi on the plan of 
Yamuna rejuvenation and it will yield positive results.

Gageshwarnath Chaturvedi, a petitioner at Allahabad 
high court working to make Yamuna pollution-free 
also met the Union minister and demanded for 
cleaning the river in Mathura-Vrindavan at the 
earliest.
Source: http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/clean-ganga-not-possible-
without-clean-yamuna-bharti/article1-1334496.aspx

NGT orders ban on illegal mining 
in Haridwar district

In a move seen as a big boost to those fighting against 
illegal mining, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) on 

Wednesday directed the Uttarakhand government as 
well as the ministry of environment and forests 
(MoEF) to stop illegal mining in Haridwar district 
from immediate effect. The NGT bench, headed by 
Justice Swatanter Kumar, took the decision on a plea 
filed by an NGO, Social Action for Forest and 
Environment (SAFE). 

Talking to TOI, Vikrant Kumar Tongad, president of 
SAFE said, "The NGT order is welcome news. Illegal 
mining is rampant in villages like Bishanpur, 
Goghpur, Sajjanpur Pilli, and Kandabhagamal because 
of which the Ganga is being adversely affected. 
Hopefully, the order can put a curb to these activities." 

On March 23, an MoEF team had visited several sites 
where illegal mining was allegedly being carried out. 
The team, in its report said that "large scale illegal 
mining of minor minerals was noticed along the river 
bed of the Ganga in sites like Bishanpur and its 
adjoining areas. Hundreds of tractors were found 
engaged in the transport of minor minerals like sand, 
bajri and boulders. In many places, mining was being 
carried out close to the spurs which were constructed 
to avoid flooding." 

The report added that to the team's surprise, they could 
not spot "any government official in any of the areas 
where illegal mining was being carried out." 

According to Tongad, the MoEF team had on March 

 Illegal mining has become a major problem in the holy 
city of Haridwar (File Photo)
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27 submitted its recommendations to stop all illegal 
mining in the area since it was "severely impacting 
biological diversity and the wild animals corridor." 

Meanwhile, Matri Sadan chief Swami Shivanand, who 
has been on a fast against illegal mining for almost a 
fortnight now, told TOI that he had heard about the 
NGT order but refrained from commenting further. "I 
have not yet seen a copy of the order, so it will not be 
possible for me to say anything on it," he said. 

District magistrate, Haridwar, Harish Chandra 
Semwal, in the meantime, has directed officials of 
revenue, forest and mining departments to inspect the 
mining slots in the district and submit their reports to 
him. He said that divisional forest officers have also 
been asked to take stringent action against those 
indulging in illegal mining in the reserve forest area. 
Source: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/NGT-orders-ban-on-illegal-
mining-in-Haridwar-district/articleshow/46939522.cms

NGT meet on Ganga pollution on 
May 1

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) will convene a 
joint meeting of the Pollution Control Board officials, 
chief secretary, principal secretary environment, 
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) and CLRI 
officials to discuss the strategy to rid the Ganga of 
pollution on May 1. The officials would also discuss 
the upgradation of common effluent treatment plant 
during the meeting. 

In a specific direction on April 13, the NGT directed 
the officials of pollution control department to conduct 
the review of tanneries fairly. The presiding officers of 
the tribunal, during the hearing at New Delhi, 
reportedly took to task the officials and said when they 
had given consent to the tanneries, then why they had 
added column number 24 in the consent letter 
separately. 

Talking to managing director of Jal Nigam, the 
presiding officers had reportedly asked to execute the 
job honestly and later issued notice to the controller of 
common effluent treatment plant in Unnao to appear 

before the tribunal in next meeting slated to be held on 
April 15.

On April 15, NGT officials would hear the matter of 
seven tanneries that had obtained consent letter from 
officials of the pollution control department. 

According to counsel for the tanneries, Sharik Zaidi, 
the NGT has asked to classify the tanneries in three 
groups: heavy, medium and small so that their 
problems could be discussed specifically. He informed 
that representatives of tanneries had told the NGT that 
they would abide by the directions issued by it. 

Though on the directives of NGT, a special team had 
collected samples from the seven tanneries a month 
ago, it was not admitted by the NGT. Regional 
Pollution Control Board official T U Khan, who was 
member of the team, said, "The NGT had rejected the 
first sample as it did not properly represent the 
contents. Therefore, a special team had collected the 
sample once again on April 2. The fresh samples were 
collected after running the tanneries in full capacity 
and vediography of sample collection was also 
executed as per NGT directions." 

Sources revealed that the samples collected first time 
were not showing chromium content while chromium 
content in the Ganga water at Jajmau was more than 
optimum. Therefore, the NGT had directed to collect 
sample once again. 

On January 15, the NGT had warned of complete 
closure of 700 tanneries located on the banks of the 
river Ganga at Kanpur, terming them as one of the 
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"highest sources of pollution". The tribunal had also 
observed that if effective steps to curb the pollution 
level were not taken, then the tanneries would be 
closed as "life of millions cannot be put at stake". 

The bench, headed by NGT chairperson had directed 
inspection of the entire tannery industrial cluster by a 
team comprising representatives of UP Pollution 
Control Board (UPPCB), Central Pollution Control 
board (CPCB), Ministry of Environment and Forest 
(MOEF) and National River Ganga Basin Authority 
(NGRBA). 
Source: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/NGT-meet-on-Ganga-
pollution-on-May-1/articleshow/46926304.cms

Ganga mining: Seer locks up self 
in protest

As mining continues in Haridwar despite an NGT ban, 
seer who started it all, locked himself up in a room to 
put more pressure on the government on Saturday. 
Mantri Sadan's Swami Shivanand has said he will not 
come out until the state government takes concrete 
steps to stop the damage being done to the Ganga 
banks. 

The seer has been on a fast since March 31. On April 
16, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) had directed 
the Uttarakhand government as well as the ministry of 
environment and forests (MoEF) to stop illegal mining 
in Haridwar district with immediate effect. The NGT 
bench, headed by Justice Swatanter Kumar, had taken 
the decision on a plea filed by an NGO, Social Action 
for Forest and Environment (SAFE). 

According to Vikrant Kumar Tongad, president of 
SAFE, illegal mining is rampant in villages like 
B i shanpur,  Goghpur,  Sa j j anpur  P i l l i  and 
Kandabhagamal. 

Earlier on March 23, an MoEF team had visited 
several sites in Haridwar where illegal mining was 
allegedly being carried out. The team, in its report, said 
that "large scale illegal mining of minor minerals was 
noticed along the river bed of the Ganga in sites like 
Bishanpur and its adjoining areas. Hundreds of tractors 
were found engaged in the transport of minor minerals 

like sand, bajri and boulders. In many places, mining 
was being carried out close to the spurs which were 
constructed to avoid flooding." 

However, despite the NGT ordering a complete ban on 
mining in the area, the ruling party in Uttarakhand has 
decided to get the matter further investigated by a 
panel comprising senior Congress members. During 
his visit to the city on April 16, state Congress chief 
Kishore Upadyay met Shivanand at his ashram and 
announced that the panel will comprise district 
Congress president Rajendra Chaudhari, city 
Congress president O.P. Chauhan, former M.P. Harpal 
Sathi, former MLA Ambarish Kumar and former 
municipality chairman Satpal Brahmachari. 

Shivanand turned down officials' request to break his 
fast, saying that he won't do it until mining is 
completely banned in the area. 
Source: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/Ganga-mining-Seer -
locks-up-self-in-protest/articleshow/46973041.cms

Differing ministers leave Ganga 
hydel row to Prime Minister

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will step in to resolve a 
wrangle between three ministries over the 
construction of hydropower projects on the Ganga, 
sources say, in what has come as a major dilemma for 
the BJP government that took office vowing to 
conserve the holy river and provide electricity to 1.2 
billion Indians.

The environment ministry that is backed by the water 
resources ministry has cited likely adverse ecological 
impact to express its disfavour for the proposed half a 
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dozen projects on the river's upper reaches, while the 
power ministry says the ventures are essential towards 
ensuring the country's energy security.

With the ministries failing to firm up a stand, the 
government recently told the Supreme Court the issue 
will be settled by the PM, who returned from a three-
nation tour on Saturday, and sought two more weeks to 
file an affidavit.

Sources say the environment ministry is not keen on 
the construction of major hydropower projects on the 
Alaknanda and Bhagirathi rivers that meet in 
Uttarakhand's Devprayag town to form the Ganga, 
while the Uma Bharti-headed water resources ministry 
agrees that these projects will destroy the ecology in 
the higher reaches.

The power ministry, however, has advocated the 
projects be allowed with more stringent environmental 
norms so the adverse impact on ecology can be 
minimised.

The Piyush Goyal-led department has strongly 
opposed a proposal to scrap six such projects, though 
government scientific bodies say the ventures would 
reduce the mighty Ganga to a mere stream near its 
source where its natural flow is still largely 
unhindered.

The apex court is hearing a plan from project 
developers seeking relief from the court over its ban on 
hydropower projects in the Ganga's upper reaches in 
Uttarakhand, a state that witnessed its worst flash 
floods in June 2013 with hundreds of people killed.

The court asked the Centre to decide on a four-member 
expert panel's view that the six projects should not be 

allowed because of the potential detrimental bearing 
on biodiversity, riverine system and wildlife. The 
committee had a member representing the water 
resources ministry. 

Experts say if the government rejects the panel's 
proposals it would be another blow to the ecology in 
the Ganga's upper reaches as the Prime Minister's 
Office has already asked the environment ministry to 
dilute its notification of eco-sensitive zones along 135 
km of the river in Uttarakhand.

The ministry in December 2012 had identified around 
4,000 sq km of the Ganga river basin as no-
construction zone, also called eco-sensitive zone, for 
several activities including hotels and resorts.

The Uttarakhand government, however, has not 
implemented the notification saying it was issued 
without consulting it, despite the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) asking the state to enforce the order 
strictly.

Sources said the Prime Minister's principal secretary, 
Nipendra Mishra, had asked the environment ministry 
to examine the reservations expressed by Uttarakhand 
chief minister Harish Rawat at a recent meeting of the 
Ganga River Basin Authority.
Source : http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/differing-ministers-leave-
ganga-hydel-row-to-modi/article1-1338773.aspx

'No plan to construct barrage on 
the Ganga’

The Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) has 
stated there "are at present no plans to construct any 
new barrage on the 1,620km stretch of the National 
Waterway (NW)-1 on the Ganga". 

Reacting to a news-report published in these columns 
earlier this month, a Jal Marg Vikas project (JMVP)'s 
spokesperson said on Tuesday the project, which 
envisages capacity augmentation of the NW-1, covers 
a distance of 1,620km between Haldia in West Bengal 
and Allahabad in UP. It promises to provide to shippers 
an alternative option for freight movement that is 
economical, environment friendly and safer compared 
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to rail and road freight movement. 

The Union ministry of shipping has designated the 
IWAI as the JMVP's implementing agency. The 
project includes providing a depth of at least three 
metres throughout the corridor to make it navigable for 
2,000 dead weight tonnage. 

“There are various effective alternatives available for 
river training that IWAI intends to employ as first 
priority to achieve desirable depth and as of now there 
are no plans to construct any new barrage for achieving 
this goal," the spokesperson said. 

He further said a Project Oversight Committee, which 
includes representatives of the UP, Bihar, Jharkhand 
and West Bengal governments, has been constituted 
for providing guidance to the project implementation 
and evaluating it. The IWAI has already written to the 
Bihar government's water resource department 
secretary on December 10, 2014, clarifying there are 
no plans for 5-meter draft in the navigable reach of 
NW-1 as mentioned in a letter sent earlier by the state 
department, the spokesperson said. 

The IWAI letter to the Bihar official also said the 
process of selection of a consultant for detailed 
feasibility study, detailed engineering for its ancillary 
works and processes and consultant for environmental 
and social impact assessment and environmental 
management plan was at present underway.
Source: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/No-plan-to-construct-
barrage-on-the-Ganga/articleshow/47005128.cms

Environmentalists for 
declaration of Ganga as World 
Heritage Site

With Prime Minister Narendra Modi taking keen 
interest  in cleaning of  Ganga,  a  group of 
environmentalists will be petitioning him to pursue 
with UNESCO for declaration of upper region of the 
holy river as a World Heritage Site.

“I have already written to the Union Ministry for Water 
Resources and now we will petition the PM to pursue 
the case. I will write a letter to the PM in this regard,” 

noted environmentalist Ranjit Bhargava told PTI.

This is important as the PM is himself keen on Ganga 
river conservation, he said.

Bhargava, who has been associated with Ganga 
cleaning campaign for the last 20 years and is a Padma 
Shri awardee, said he had already written to the PMO 
last year in this regard.

“In my letter, I said that unless there is a fully 
empowered agency to clean the Ganga, directly under 
the PMO assisted by Ministry of Ganga Rejuvenation, 
it will not do any good,” he said.

The Narendra Modi government had last year 
launched the 'Swachh Ganga' campaign to clean the 
holy river.

Bhargava said he suggested that a well structured 
Territorial Army Division, consisting of Eco Task 
Force Units of ex-servicemen, should be set up to 
clean and rejuvenate the Ganga.

“Some measures have been taken, but a key suggestion 
that is yet to materialise is that powers to take action 
against deaulters must be absolute and concentrated in 
the hands of task force unit with a final appeal only to 
the Green Bench of the Supreme Court,” he said.

Bhargava said he wrote to Union Minister for Water 
Resource Uma Bharti on the issue of World Heritage 
site status for Upper Ganga region from Gaumukh to 
Haridwar in Uttarakhand.

“But in response Minister of State for Water Resources 
Sanwar Lal Jat said the proposal has to be steered by 
Utrakhand government,” he said.

“I suggested that keeping in mind Modi's deep passion 
for ensuring Ganga her due, his senior minister Uma 
Bharti may apprise the PM,” he said.

Bhargava said now he has decided to take the issue 
directly to the doors of the PM.

“We want that PM should directly take initiative in this 
regard. Ganga river is revered by crores of people in 
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India and the issue is not related to one particular state. 
It should be ensured that the river is restored to its 
pristine glory, made clean and pollution free. Even the 
apex court has expressed concern over the issue,” he 
said.
Source:http://www.financialexpress.com/article/miscellaneous/environmentalis
ts-for-declaration-of-ganga-as-world-heritage-site/65821/ 

Research Article

Seasonal applicability of horizontal sub-surface flow 
constructed wetland for trace elements and nutrient 
removal from urban wastes to conserve Ganga River 
water quality at Haridwar, India U.N. Rai, A.K. 
Upadhyay, N.K. Singh, S. Dwivedi, R.D. Tripathi, 
Ecological Engineering Volume 81, August 2015, 
Pages 115–122

Abstract: A horizontal sub-surface flow constructed 
wetland (HSSF) has been designed to study the 
seasonal removal of nutrients and trace elements by 
treating urban sewage through selected aquatic plants 
at Shantikunj, Haridwar, India. Three aquatic 
macrophytes i.e., Typha latifolia, Phragmites australis 
andColocasia esculenta were planted in constructed 
wetland (CW). Samples collected from inlet and outlet 
of the CW were analyzed for trace elements and 
physico-chemical characteristics in contrasting 
seasons (winter and summer). Plant species and 
season-wise variations were observed in the removal 
of trace elements and nutrients in CW. 

Six cities along Ganga's banks 
responsible for half the sewage 
that empties into river

More than half the total sewage discharged into the 
Ganga every day comes from six big cities with 
Kolkata, Kanpur and Varanasi leading the pack. They 
are three of the total 118 towns\cities that fall in the 
vast basin of the country's national river. The other 
three cities which figure at the top are Patna, Allahabad 
and Moradabad. 

Together they present a gigantic task before the 
government which aims to bring these cities to a stage 
where each drop of sewage water they generate can be 

used by different agencies\sectors including industries 
and municipal bodies after treatment. 

The task, under the proposed 'zero discharge policy' of 
the Centre, however, looks much more difficult at a 
time when more than two-third of the sewage 
generated in these 118 towns get discharged into the 
Ganga untreated. 

A recent report, prepared by a team of experts from 
different government agencies, has noted that these 
towns\cities - spread over five states - collectively 
generate over 3,636 million litres per day (MLD) of 
sewage as against the treatment capacity of 
approximately 1027 MLD. 

Underlining the 'gap' between sewage generation and 
treatment capacity, the water resources and Ganga 
rejuvenation ministry has already asked all five states - 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and 
West Bengal - to submit their detailed project reports to 
enhance treatment capacities of these towns\cities. 

Sharing city-specific details including amount of 
sewage generated in the six cities, the government on 
Monday informed the Rajya Sabha that the National 
Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has received 
expression of interest from a number of foreign 
governments (UK, Germany, Australia, Canada, 
Singapore, the Netherlands) as well to support Ganga 
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rejuvenation through knowledge and technology 
sharing and providing financial assistance. 

"The government has identified 118 towns along the 
river Ganga which discharge sewage into the river," 
the Union water resources minister Uma Bharti said in 
her written reply to a Parliament Question. 

She said, "The Central Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB) is monitoring the water quality at 56 locations 
along the main stream of Ganga. In addition, the 
NMCG is getting water quality monitored through 
identified academic institutions". 

The report, highlighting the poor infrastructure of the 
118 towns, was prepared by a team of experts from six 
different organizations of the ministry including 
National Institute of Hydrology, Central Water 
Commission, National Water Development Agency 
and Central Ground Water Board. The team had 
submitted its report to the ministry in December, 2014. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Six-cities-along-Gangas-banks-
r e s p o n s i b l e - f o r - h a l f - t h e - s e w a g e - t h a t - e m p t i e s - i n t o -
river/articleshow/47076882.cms

‘There should be no dam on 
Ganga’

Justice (retired) Giridhar Malviya said that there 
should not be any dam or barrage to block the stream of 
the Ganga and Tehri dam should be dismantled in 
phases for free flow of the holy river. 

Addressing a meeting of national executive of Ganga 
Mahasabha on Tuesday, Justice Malviya said that a 
free-flowing river is capable of dissolving all types of 
pollution. "The governments would have to ponder 
seriously that we have options of irrigation and 
electricity, but there is no option of Ganga," he said. 

Speaking on the occasion, Jagadguru Ramanujacharya 
Hansdevacharya said that the government should stop 
making dams on the river. 

Swami Jitendranand Saraswati said that the Ganga 
Mahasabha will conduct awareness campaigns at all 
places in the five states through which the Ganga 
crosses. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/varanasi/There-should-be-no-dam-on-
Ganga/articleshow/47093829.cms

NGT pulls up UP, U'khand on 
river pollution

Days after a report by experts from different 
government agencies blamed a handful of Uttar 
Pradesh cities, including Moradabad and Bareilly, for 
pollution in Ganga, the national green tribunal (NGT) 
on Thursday issued notices to the state governments of 
Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 

Hearing a petition which said that 23 big drains in 
Moradabad and 10 in Bareilly were discharging 
untreated sewage into Ramganga, a tributary of 
Ganga, the NGT also sent notices to the Uttar Pradesh 
pollution control board (UPPCB), Bareilly municipal 
corporation and Bareilly and Moradabad development 
authorities, seeking their response on how they plan to 
mitigate the pollution in the river and its tributaries 
Dhela, Kosi and Bahela. 

"Since Ramganga originates in Pauri Garhwal in 
Uttarakhand and merges with Ganga in Kannauj, the 
sewage discharge into this river in turn pollutes 
Ganga," said Gaurav Kumar Bansal, who represented 
the petitioner in court. In his plea, the petitioner said 
that UPPCB has revealed that 120 million litres per 
day (MLD) of sewage generated in Bareilly city is 
discharged into Ramganga without any treatment as 
there is no sewage treatment plant (STP) in the city. At 
least 10 Bareilly drains directly flow into Nakatia and 
Deoraniya, two tributaries of Ramganga," said Anil 
Kumar Singhal, a Moradabad businessman who filed 
the petition. 

"As per the affidavit of pollution control board, 
industrial effluent generated from Kashipur area in 
Udham Singh Nagar district are directly released into 
Dhela, Kosi and Bahela rivers," Singhal added. 

"As Dhela, Kosi and Bahela rivers are tributaries of 
Ramganga, they end up polluting Ramganga which in 
turn pollutes Ganga," the petitioner told NGT. He also 
said that there should be an emergency plan to mitigate 
the pollution in these rivers. 

"The UPPCB affidavit said 23 drains in Moradabad 
city directly flow into Ramganga without any 
treatment. As Moradabad has small brass industries in 
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many households, the toxic chemicals are discharged 
into Ramganga through these drains," Singhal added. 

TOI had reported last month that a senior faculty 
member at Jyotiba Phule Rohilkhand University, Prof 
Neelima Gupta, conducting research under the aegis of 
UP Council for Agriculture Research, had revealed 
that Ramgana was found most polluted between 
Bareilly and Moradabad, posing a serious threat to 
villagers drinking the water untreated. 

The research was carried out into pollution levels at 
Ramganga from its originating point in Pauri Garhwal 
district in Uttarakhand to Kannauj in Uttar Pradesh, 
where the river merges with Ganga.

Gupta had said the river was unfit for drinking or 
domestic purpose as it was highly polluted and posed 
several health hazards. She had added that the water 
was unfit even for survival of aquatic life. 

The research, titled 'Impact of seasonal variation and 
pollution load on aquatic environment and fish 
farming at micro level in different aquatic zones of 
river Ramganga', began in September last year and will 
be completed within three years. 

In the first phase of the research, level of pollutants at 
five different points of the river, which flows over 580-
kms, was checked to detect the changes in quality of 
water. "We started with Kalagarh in Uttarakhand and 
found that water quality is very pure as the water 
directly comes from hills of Pauri Garhwal. It is the 
most polluted between Moradabad and Bareilly," said 
the researcher, who works at the department of animal 
science at the university. 
Source: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Bareilly/NGT-pulls-up-UP-
Ukhand-on-river-pollution/articleshow/47112848.cms

Now, Android app to track Ganga 
pollution

Now, pollution in the Ganga could be tracked through 
an Android-based application. The National Mission 
for Clean Ganga (NMCG) will launch the new app for 
Android mobile phones in May. 

“With this app, one can send pictures of the sewage 
treatment plants and other activities related to the 

Ganga," said NMCG director TVSN Prasad while 
talking to reporters on Monday. The facility is being 
introduced with the help of ISRO. It is an effort to 
connect people with the mission of cleaning the holy 
river, he explained. 

Prasad said that to put a check on pollution, a Ganga 
Task Force is being introduced in collaboration with 
Army. Four battalions of a composite eco task force 
known as Ganga Task Force will be raised for the 
protection of the river. The task force will be 
responsible for plantation of saplings in upper reaches 
and banks of the Ganga, strengthening of pollution 
monitoring mechanism on ground, watch for 
protection of bio-diversity, among other things. He 
said that the provision of third party inspection of the 
ongoing works is also being considered to bring 
transparency. 

In Varanasi, 100% tender process of STPs will be 
completed by October. After that it will take two years 
to complete the construction of STPs, he said. The city 
will he STPs of a total capacity of over 400MLD after 
completion of the project. Presently the city has three 
STPs with 102MLD capacity only. 

He said that action plan for the treatment of industrial 
effluents had been sought from all industrial units in 
118 towns situated along the Ganga in the country. The 
government would try to help them in establishing 
effluent treatment plants.
Source: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/varanasi/Now-Android-app-to-
track-Ganga-pollution/articleshow/46993814.cms

Events

India Water Week –2015 

Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & 
Ganga Rejuvenation organized India Water Week-
2015, the 3rd such event in the series from 13th – 17th 
January 2015 at Pragati Maidan. New Delhi. The 
theme of focus for the event was' Water Management 
for Sustainable Development' in line with Sustainable 
Development Goals – 2015 being finalized by the 
United Nations. 
(source: http://www.indiawaterweek.in)
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Nirmal Ganga Sahbhagita 

(NGRBA) under the aegis of Ministry of Water 
Resources,  River  Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation launched 'Nirmal Ganga Sahbhagita' on 
18th April 2015 at New Delhi. The event marked the 
beginning of a sustainable partnership with 118 Urban 
Local Bodies (ULBs) located along the river for the 
cherished objective of a Clean Ganga. The event was 
jointly organized by National Mission for Clean 
Ganga and Indian Institute of Public Administration 
(IIPA). 78 ULBs from the four basin States in Ganga 
Basin ( Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar Jharkhand) 
participated in the event.
(Source:https://nmcg.nic.in/whatsnew.aspx)

CPCB Issue Directions in Five 
Sectors 

CPCB has prepared sector-specific action plans for 
prevention and control of pollution in river Ganga 
from five key industrial sectors:

 -  Distilleries 
 -  Pulp and Paper
 -  Sugar
 -  Tanneries
 -  Textiles

CPCB has issued directions on 24.02.2015 to nine 
states Uttrakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, NCT 
Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, 
Jharkhand & West Bengal under SECTION 18(1)(b) 
OF THE WATER (PREVENTION AND CONTROL 
OF POLLUTION) ACT, 1974 AND SECTION 
18(1)(b) OF THE AIR (PREVENTION AND 
CONTROL OF POLLUTION) ACT, 1981 to achieve 
Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD) in a fixed time.

Crack Teams for (Pulp & Paper 
and Distillery)

CPCB issued directions for implementation of Zero 
Liquid Discharge (ZLD) action plan for the sectors 
like Distillery, Textile, and Tannery which will be 
achieving ZLD by recycling the entire treated effluent 
into the industrial processes. The Pulp & Paper and 

Sugar mills would treat the effluent at the level of 
irrigation quality for the use in farming or gardening 
and no effluent would allowed  to be discharged into 
drain or rivers from the industry. 

In this context, 36 crack teams are deployed by 
NGRBA Cell, CPCB Delhi and teams are also in the 
field from Zonal Offices of CPCB Lucknow, Kolkata, 
and Bhopal for collection of documents for 
verification of the implementation plan by 15th May, 
2015. The Pulp & Paper and Distilleries are taken on 
the priority basis. About 222 Pulp & Paper units and 88 
Distillery units located in the 9 Ganga states are being 
visited to collect the following information: 

1. Copy of Consent to Operate (CTO) 
2. Copy of direction issued by SPCB for 

achieving ZLD.
3. Copy of direction issued by SPCB for 

installation of continuous effluent monitoring 
system by GPI and the current status of the 
action taken on the said subject.

4. Copy of bank guarantee for online system if 
submitted to SPCB by GPI.

5. Details of the existing process for management 
of spent wash by distilleries and black liquor by 
pulp & paper units.

6. Longitude and latitude of the unit for future 
reference on locating the unit.

7. Details of a nodal officer of the unit to 
communicate directions through email by 
CPCB.

The collected information would indicate the ground 
truth status of implementation of ZLD action plan as 
well as installation of online effluent monitoring 
system by the units. The submission of action plan is 
linked with the “consent to operate”.

The latitude and longitude information would help to 
locate the unit on GIS map and would facilitate to 
obtain the surrounding information through web. It is 
also targeted that communication would be made 
through mobile/email to avoid any communication 
gap between regulators and industry.
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रा��ीय गगा नदी बेिसन �ािधकरण क� बैठक म� ं
�धानम�ी का आ�ानं
�धानमं�ी �ी नर�े� मोदी ने गगंा नदी म� �दषण क� रोकथाम के िलए 'कोई ू
समझौता िकए बगैर एक िमशन के तौर पर ठोस रवैया अि�तयार करने' का 
आ�ान िकया है।

�धानमं�ी ने नई िद�ली म� रा��ीय गगंा नदी बेिसन �ािधकरण क� पांचव� 
बैठक क� अ�य�ता करते ह�ए कहा िक गगंा नदी को �व�छ बनाने का काम 
बड़ा ही चनौतीपण� है। हालांिक, इसम� बड़े पैमाने पर आिथ�क गितिविधयां ु ू
सिजत करने क� �मता है और इसके साथ ही यह पर ेदशे म� सकारा�मक ृ ू
�यवहार का माहौल बनाने म� भी सहायक सािबत हो सकता है। उ�ह�ने गगंा 
नदी को बचाने का िज� करते ह�ए कहा िक यह 'भावी पीिढय� के िलए हमारी ़
िज�मेदारी' है। �धानमं�ी ने कहा िक गगंा नदी करोड़� भारतीय� के िव�ास 
एव ं ��ा से जड़ी ह�ई है। उ�ह�ने कहा िक लोग� क� इन सकारा�मक ु
भावनाओ ंको िज�मेदारी के अहसास म� त�दील करने क� ज�रत है। 
�धानमं�ी ने कहा िक 'जन-भागीदारी' के िबना इस अहम िज�मेदारी को 

परा नह� िकया जा सकता।ू

�धानमं�ी ने रा�य� से गगंा नदी के तट पर ि�थत शहर� एव ंगांव� के िवकास 
पर िवशेष �यान दनेे का आ�ह िकया। उ�ह�ने �दषण क� रोकथाम के िलए ू
इन �े�� म� पया�� जाग�कता सिनि�त करने का भी अनरोध िकया।ु ु

इस बैठक म� उपि�थत उ�राखंड, िबहार एव ंझारखंड के म�यमंि�य� ने भी ु
इस म�े पर िव�तार से अपने िवचार �य� िकए। इन म�यमंि�य� ने अपने-ु ु
अपने रा�य� से जड़े म�� का भी िज� िकया। उनके �ारा िज� िकए गए म�� ु ु ु
म� गाद �बधंन के अलावा रा�य� से िमलने वाले ��ताव� के िलए एकल 
िखड़क� मंजरी �यव�था करना भी शािमल था।ू

क� �ीय मंि�य� �ी अ�ण जेटली, �ी व�कैया नायड, �ी िनितन गडकरी, ू
स�ी उमा भारती, �ी बीर��  िसहं, �ी �काश जावडेकर, �ी पीयष गोयल ु ू
एव ं �ी सांवरलाल जाट और नीित आयोग के उपा�य� �ी अरिवदं 
पणगिढया ने भी इस बैठक म� िशरकत क�। बैठक म� सम�वयक क� भिमका ू़
िव� मं�ी �ी अ�ण जेटली ने िनभाई। क� �ीय जल ससंाधन मं�ी स�ी उमा ु
भारती ने िविभ�न म�� से अवगत कराया और ध�यवाद �ापन िकया।ु
Source: http://www.narendramodi.in/hi/pm-chairs-meeting-of-national-ganga-
river-basin-authority/
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